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1 . URQUHART ON SATURDAY MORNING DESCRIBED TO US HIS DEEP 
CONCERN OVER DEVELOPMENTS IN SOUTH LEBANON. (SEE USUN 
SEPTEL FOR DETAILS.) THE CHRISTIAN MILITIAS WERE NOT ONLY 
NOT COOPERATING WITH UNIFIL, BUT HAD MOVED ARMOR AND ARTIL- 
LERY CLOSE TO BEAUFORT CASTLE, AND MAY HAVE ROCKETED 20 
ROUNDS INTO THE BEAUFORT AREA. THE PALESTINIANS HAVE NOT 
RETURNED FIRE YET. URQUHART WAS DEEPLY CONCERNED THAT THE 
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SITUATION WOULD DETERIORATE STILL FURTHER AND CONSIDERED 
THAT THERE WAS A DANGER OF THE UNIFIL OPERATION UNRAVELING. 


2. UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, AND WITH THE SECRETARY'S AP- 
PROVAL, NEWSOM TELEPHONED DINITZ. NEWSOM-SAID HE WOULD 
NOT HAVE DISTURBED-DINITZ ON THE SABBATH EXCEPT FOR THE 
FACT THAT THE SITUATION IN SOUTHERN LEBANON APPEARED TO BE 
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AT A PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE STAGE AND THAT IT HELD DANGERS 
FOR UNIFIL'S OPERATIONS. 

3. NEWSOM DREW ON MAIN POINTS REFTEL AND ASKED DINITZ TO 
CONVEY TO JERUSALEM OUR URGINGS THAT ISRAEL EXERT ITS IN- 
FLUENCE WITH BOTH HADDAD AND WITH OTHER MILITIA COMMANDERS 
WHO MAY NOT BE ACCEPTING HADDAD'S AUTHORITY. THE OB- 
JECTIVE SHOULD BE TO STOP THE CHRISTIAN MILITIAS FROM EN- 
GAGING IN ANY PROVOCATIVE ACTION OR SHELLINGS OF PALES- 
TINIAN POSITIONS SUCH AS THOSE REPORTED NEAR BEAUFORT 
CASTLE, AND ALSO EXTEND GREATER COOPERATION TO UNIFIL IN 

ITS DEPLOYMENT AND MOVEMENT IN THE ZONE MOST RECENTLY 
EVACUATED BY THE IDF. NEWSOM NOTED THAT UNIFIL WAS AP- 
PARENTLY FOLLOWING ISRAELI ADVICE TO MOVE SLOWLY AND TO 
GAIN THE CONFIDENCE OF THE VARIOUS MILITIA COMMANDERS. WE 
WERE HOPEFUL THAT NEGOTIATIONS OF THIS KIND WOULD EVENTUAL- 
LY RESULT IN A SATISFACTORY ARRANGEMENT FOR UNIFIL. THE 
MILITIA COMMANDERS, HOWEVER, WERE BEING EXTREMELY DIFFICULT 
TIME WAS PASSING AND THE SITUATION WAS POTENTIALLY CRITI- 
CAL. IT WAS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT THAT SUCCESSFUL IMPLANTA- 
TION OF UNIFIL BE ACHIEVED AND THAT NO IMPRESSION BE LEFT 
THAT UNIFIL COULD NOT ACT EFFECTIVELY IN THE BORDER AREAS, 
BECAUSE OF THE CONTROL EXERTED BY THE CHRISTIAN MILITIAS. 

4. NEWSOM SAID THAT AMBASSADOR LEWIS WOULD BE MAKING PAR- 
LEL PRESENTATION. 
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5. DINITZ SAID THAT HE WOULD REPORT NEWSOM'S COMMENTS IM- 
MEDIATELY. HE KNOWS THAT GOI SUPPORTS UNIFIL'S SMOOTH 
OPERATION, A RESTORATION OF LEBANESE AUTHORITY, AND NO 
RETURN OF THE PLO TO SOUTHERN LEBANON. HE PROMISED A QUICK 
RESPONSE. 
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